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To  the  Great  Yarmouth  Urban  Sanitary 

Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  I respectfully  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion as  my  Annual  Report  for  1897. 

The  estimated  population  of  this  Borough  stood,  on 
the  1st  of  last  July,  at  50,911,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
it  had  probably  increased  to  51,038. 

The  vital  statistics  I have  to  call  your  attention  to 
refer  to  the  fifty-two  weeks  ending  with  the  1st  of  January 
1898.  During  that  time  there  were  registered,  as  occur- 
ring within  the  limits  of  your  district, 

1,487  Births  and  966  Deaths. 

By  applying  these  figures  to  the  estimated  population 
as  given  for  the  middle  of  last  pear,  there  evolves  a 
Birth  Rate  of  29*20  and  a 
Death  Rate  of  18*97  Per  i»ooo. 

Of  all  the  births  7*06  per  cent,  were  illegitimate.  Of 
the  entire  baby  population  of  last  year,  18*42  per  cent, 
died  before  it  was  a twelvemonth  old  ; the  mortality  of 
those  born  in  wedlock  was  17*5  per  cent.,  whilst  the  rate 
obtaining  with  those  not  so  happily  circumstanced  was 
29*5  per  cent.  The  national  rate  of  mortality  of  infants 
under  one  year  was  15*6  per  cent. 

The  increase  of  births  over  deaths  was  in  the  North 
District,  97;  in  the  South  District,  198  ; in  Gorleston  and 


4 


Southtown,  214;  and  in  Runham  Vauxhall,  12  ; making  a 
total  of  521.  We  know  from  the  figures  revealed  to  us  by 
recent  censuses  that  no  such  increase  is  permanently 
added  to  our  population  ; but  the  popularity  Yarmouth 
and  Gorleston  have  acquired  during  the  last  few  years  is 
attracting  a great  number  of  new  residents  as  well  as 
keeping  our  natives  at  home,  so  that  at  the  present  time 
the  demand  for  dwellings  of  all  kinds  bids  fair  to  outstrip 
the  supply. 

The  estimated  population  I have  apportioned  to  each 
of  the  three  registration  districts  within  this  Borough  is 
given  in  the  official  table  on  page  9,  and  the  death  rates 
arising  in  the  same  localities  were  as  under  : — 

19-79  Per  Booo  the  Northern  District 
17*93  ,,  ,,  Southern  ,,  and 

18*97  ,,  ,,  Gorleston  & Southtown 

District. 

At  the  Workhouse,  in  the  Northern  District,  there 
were  76  deaths  of  townspeople  and  4 strangers.  At  the 
Royal  Naval  Asylum,  in  the  Southern,  there  were  13  deaths 
of  men  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy,  and  at  the  Public 
Hospital  in  the  same  District  there  were  27  deaths.  How 
many  strangers  or  visitors  dying  outside  public  institutions 
were  included  in  the  Yarmouth  death  roll  of  last  year,  I am 
unable  to  say,  as  the  weekly  death  returns  I have  from 
the  registrars  do  not  indicate  a stranger’s  late  home,  only 
the  address  at  which  the  deceased  died  in  this  Borough. 

The  table  of  deaths  on  pages  6 and  7 is  in  accordance 
with  the  Local  Government  Board’s  direction,  and  exhibits 
many  particulars  as  to  the  ages  and  causes  of  the  deaths 
occurring  within  your  Sanitary  District  during  1897.  I 
have  supplemented  it  by  giving  the  totals  for  several  years 
past,  so  that  the  recent  annual  mortalities  may  be  com- 
pared. 
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The  deaths  resulting  from  the  Zymotic  diseases,  the 
Registrar  General  takes  special  cognizance  of,  last  year 
amounted  to  170;  thus  producing  a death  rate  of  3.33  per 
1,000  of  the  persons  then  living  in  this  Borough.  These 
figures,  with  the  chief  of  those  given  on  previous  pages, 
I here  tabulate,  so  as  to  bring  them  into  contrast  with  the 
averages  of  the  ten  years  last  past. 


Periods. 

1 

Births. 

! 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

1 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

During  1897  .... 

1487 

29-20 

966 

18-97 

170 

3-33 

Average  of  ten  ) 
years,  1887-96  j 

1498 

30-07 

950 

19-07 

117 

2-35 

It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  know  how  the 
above  rates  compare  with  those  of  other  towns  of  similar 
size  to  Yarmouth,  but  such  information  is  not  forthcoming 
except  from  the  towns  themselves.*  The  Registrar 
General,  however,  gives  a table  of  the  mortality  rates 
obtaining  during  last  year  in  large  aggregates  of  population, 
and  as  such  rates  may  be  taken  as  standards,  I hereunder 
give  the  table  with  the  addition  of  the  Yarmouth  figures. 


Annual  death  rates  per  1.000  from  all  causes,  and  from 
several  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  year  1897  : — 


All 

Causes. 

Princpl. 

Zymotic 

Disease. 

Small- 

pox. 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

AVhoop- 

ing 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diar- 

rhoea, 

England  and  Wales 

17-4 

2-15 

o-oo 

0-40 

0-14 

0-24 

0-35 

0-16 

0-86 

33  Great  Towns 

19-1 

2 '87 

0-00 

0-55 

0-18 

0-31 

0-41 

0-18 

1-24 

67  other  large  Towns 

17-2 

2-41 

0*00 

0-43 

0-15 

0-24 

0-38 

0-16 

1-05 

(including  Yarmouth) 

England  Wales  ) 

16-1 

1-62 

o-oo 

0-29 

0-12 

0-19 

0-31 

0-14 

0-57 

less  the  100  Towns  j 

Yarmouth  (alone) 

18*9 

3-33 

o-oo 

1 

0-37 

i"‘ 

0-68 

0-29 

0-37 

1-39 

1 

* The  vital  statistics  of  many  of  the  larger  towns  are  given  on  page  14. 
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TABLE  OF 

During  tho  year  1 H97,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Great  Yarmouth, 


Names  of  Localities 

adopted  for  tho  purposes 

of  these  Statistics. 

(«) 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

at  subjoined  ages. 
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CD 

(A) 

Northern  District 

-127 

94 

42 

23 

9 

101 

158 

Southern  District  

287 

83 

41 

12 

9 

79 

63 

GdRLESTON  & SoUTHTOWN  . . 

241 

9.5 

27 

12 

9 

53 

45 

Kunham  Yauxhall  

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

3 

Totals  . . 

966 

274 

110 

49 

27 

237 

269 

During  the  Year  1896 

872 

220 

79 

34 

26 

246 

267 

Ditto  1895 

960 

269 

83 

26 

32 

258 

292 

Ditto  1894 

790 

1S9 

77 

38 

37 

213 

236 

Ditto  1893 

980 

249 

98 

51 

43 

297 

242 

Ditto  1892 

1030 

231 

122 

29 

48 

290 

310 

Ditto  1891 

1012 

248 

133 

52 

36 

260 

295 

Ditto  1880 

986 

271 

90 

50 

42 

222 

311 

Ditto  1889 

875 

249 

79 

37 

48 

197 

265 

Ditto  1888 

1002 

290 

82 

28 

43 

258 

301 

7 


DEATHS, 
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The  lirst  line  of  figures  relates  tc?  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole,  i.e.,  all  the  urban  and  rural  districts  massed 
together  ; the  second  line  relates  to  London  and  the  great 
centres  of  trade  and  commerce,  wherein  the  conditions  of 
health  in  the  aggregate  are  generally  considered  most 
unfavourable  ; the  third  line  relates  to  the  large  urban 
districts  ; while  the  fourth  line  relates  to  all  the  small 
towns  and  rural  districts  in  which  the  conditions  of  health 
are  most  favourable  ; the  filth  line,  relating  to  Yarmouth 
alone,  is  from  my  own  data. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  the  Yarmouth 
gross  death  rate  last  year  was  rather  above  the  average  of 
the  towns  Yarmouth  ranks  with  in  population  ; and  this 
was  also  true  of  the  Zymotic  death  rate.  As  regards  our 
local  records,  I may  point  out  that  while  the  gross  death 
rate  was  below  the  average  obtaining  in  this  borough 
during  the  previous  ten  years,  the  Zymotic  death  rate  was 
in  excess.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  313  of  the 
deaths  were  those  of  persons  well  advanced  in  years,  viz.  : 
g 1 were  between  60  and  70, 

123  „ 70  „ 80, 

91  ,,  80  ,,  90,  and 

8 were  over  90 

A considerable  amount  of  sickness  was  produced,  and 
the  mortality  of  infants  in  this  borough  much  augmented, 
by  reason  of  the  enormous  influx  of  people  making  holiday 
here  during  last  August  and  September.  Many  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  some  no  doubt  unwittingly,  were 
brought  to  Yarmouth  in  their  nascent  or  convalescent 
state,  and  much  mischief  was  set  agoing,  which  was  more 
severely  felt  by  the  residents  later  on.  But  the  evil  I am 
now  referring  to  was  the  terrible  overcrowding  of  every 
possible  lodging  in  every  part  of  the  town,  and  the  suffer- 
ing this  state  of  things  produced.  Last  year  was  a record 
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year  in  this  particular,  and  it  is  estimated  we  had  here 
during  the  August  holiday  week  about  60,000  visitors.  In 
fact  the  population  of  Yarmouth  was  more  than  doubled 
The  weather  was  gloriously  fine,  and  the  South  Midland 
Volunteer  Brigade  was  encamped  on  the  South  Denes, 
while  the  Norfolk  Artillery  Volunteers  occupied  the  North 
Denes.  The  wide  expanse  of  sandy  beach,  the  delightful 
sea  bathing,  the  healthful  invigorating  sea  breezes,  and 
much  else  conspiring  to  make  a holiday  agreeable,  were 
attractions  which  fetched  the  masses,  and  it  may  be  safely 
asserted,  we  never  had  such  a crowd  in  the  borough  before. 
Where  the  vast  multitude  were  housed  and  slept  is  a 
mystery  to  many,  but  the  opportunity  for  a harvest  was 
too  good  to  miss,  and  many  a humble  dwelling  even  in  the 
rows  and  out-of-the-way  parts  of  the  town  was  densely 
packed,  the  householders  and  their  families  being  content 
to  sleep  in  kitchens,  wash-houses,  sheds  and  other  out- 
buildings in  order  to  make  room  for  “ the  lodgers.”  Some 
of  the  visitors  however  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  get 
their  heads  under  a roof  for  one  or  two  nights,  and  wait- 
ing rooms,  railway  carriages,  empty  and  unfurnished 
buildings,  bathing  machines,  boats,  and  even  the  open 
beach  were  utilized  as  sleeping  apartments  by  numbers  of 
the  bank  holiday  trippers.  All  this  overcrowding  of  their 
dwellings  and  complete  employment  in  catering  for  their 
lodgers  left  the  householders  but  scant  opportunity  to 
properly  care  for  their  own  families,  and  many  of  their 
children  suffered  in  consequence,  especially  the  infants. 

During  the  six  weeks  ending  August  the  7th,  the  deaths 
of  children  under  a year,  from  all  causes,  averaged  3*5  per 
week.  During  the  next  five  weeks  ending  September  the 
17th,  they  averaged  i6’8  per  week  ; and  during  the  next 
six  weeks  to  October  the  23rd,  they  averaged  5*5  per  week. 
These  figures  are  significant,  and  such  deaths  occurring 
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just  when  the  health  condition  of  the  children’s  homes  are 
much  impaired,  and  their  own  comfort  and  necessities 
much  neglected,  seem  to  indicate  something  of  the  penalty 
Yarmouth  pays  for  its  popularity. 

From  considering  our  last  year’s  record  of  deaths,  we 
now  pass  to  our  record  of  illnesses  caused  by  infectious 
diseases,  and  made  known  to  us  through  the  operation  of 
the  Notification  Act.  The  following  table  of  the  numbers, 
nature  and  locality  of  such  illnesses  is  prepared  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  it  also  indicates 
the  numbers  of  such  cases  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospi- 
tal. In  all  there  were  reported  to  me  during  last  year,  by 
the  medical  men  practising  within  the  borough,  7 19  cases 
of  an  infectious  character  coming  under  the  Notification 
Act.  This  large  number  included  663  Scarlatina,  Typhoid, 
and  Diphtheria,  of  which  281  were  removed  from  their 
homes  and  treated  at  your  Isolation  Hospital.  This  is  by 
far  the  largest  number  of  patients  we  have  yet  had  there 
in  any  one  year.  The  prevalence  of  the  three  diseases 
above  named  was  very  considerable  during  the  last  half  of 
1897,  and  your  Hospital  was  for  several  months  more  than 
full.  The  difficulty  we  had  to  contend  with  was  to  provide 
for  the  Scarlatina  convalescents  while  they  were  desqua- 
mating. To  meet  this  pressing  need  you  are  now  enlarg- 
ing the  institution  by  building  a new  hospital  block  of  two 
wards,  adding  bedrooms  to  the  administrative  building, 
and  erecting  a convalescent  house,  in  which  those  getting 
well  of  Scarlatina  will  live  under  arrangements  of  a domes- 
tic rather  than  a hospital  regime.  It  is  hoped  that  by 
taking  the  convalescents  out  from  amongst  the  acute  cases, 
they  will  not  only  recruit  faster,  but  by  getting  them  away 
from  the  taint  of  the  infection  which  must  exist  in  the 
wards,  and  placing  them  in  the  purer  air  of  the  convales- 
cent house,  they  will  not  be  so  likely  to  contaminate 
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others  when  they  return  home,  as  occasionally  some  do 
now,  notwithstanding  all  our  care. 

By  the  table  I have  placed  hereunder,  you  may  see 
the  monthly  record  of  notified  cases  of  each  of  the  infec- 
tious diseases,  and  the  deaths  resulting  throughout  the 


year. 


Month. 

Scarla. 

tina. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Membran. 
ous  Croup. 

Typhoid. 

Con- 

tinued. 

Puer- 

peral. 

Erysipe- 

las. 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

Sickness 

Deaths 

January 

21 

1 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

16 

• • 

4 

2 

3 

2 

February 

22 

1 

17 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 

March 

9 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

. . 1 

April 

26 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

, , 

• . 

. , 

3 

May 

21 

7 

1 

• • 

3 

i 

June 

29 

1 

3 

, , 

1 

2 

July 

42 

7 

3 

5 

1 

1 

t , 

. , 

August 

34 

3 

5 

3 

15 

2 

1 

4 

September 

39 

1 

13 

1 

10 

4 

4 

1 • • 

2 

October 

59 

1 

18 

7 

15 

2 

2 

1 

November 

86 

1 

21 

6 

i 

15 

5 

5 

# , 

2 

• • 

3 

December 

47 

2 

29 

14 

1 

15 

4 

3 

Totals 

435 

11 

97 

35 

3 

2 

131 

19 

19 

6 

1 

5 

28 

i 

All  the  houses  invaded  by  scarlatina  or  diphtheria,  are 
thoroughly  disinfected  upon  the  removal  of  the  patient,  or 
termination  of  the  case.  In  addition  to  the  sulphur  fumi- 
gation, directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  circular, 
the  walls,  ceiling  and  floor  of  the  apartment  the  patient 
has  laid  in,  are  washed  with  the  official  solution  of  corrosive 
sublimate,  and  all  the  contents  of  the  room,  except  furni- 
ture, which  is  wiped  with  corrosive,  are  treated  in  the 
disinfecting  apparatus  with  super-heated  steam.  I need 
hardly  add  all  other  precautions  are  taken,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  whether  of  Scarlatina 
or  any  other  infectious  disease,  are  necessary  or  desirable. 

The  excreta  of  typhoid  patients  is  treated  with  disin- 
fectants before  removal,  per  w.c..,  or  if  the  house  js  not 
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so  furnished,  then  by  pail,  daily,  and  is  buried  in  land 
well  away  from  dwellings. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  in  which  fever 
occurred  were  carefully  examined,  and  in  very  many  of 
them  defects  were  discovered,  which  were  dealt  with  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


• ^ i i i ■' — — 

The  Corporation  Improvement  Bill  mentioned  in  my 
last  report  has  become  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  under 
it  you  acquired  important  sanitary  powers  the  statue  law 
failed  to  give  you.  Such  action  as  is  called  for  is  being 
taken  under  the  Act  and  much  benefit  to  the  well-being  of 
the  borough  will  unquestionaby  result.  Other  important 
sanitary  matters,  namely  the  extension  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  erection  of  a Destructor  are  in  course  of 
accomplishment.  You  have  also  under  your  serious 
consideration  the  protection  from  befoulment  of  the  sources 
whence  the  Water  Company  draw  their  supply.  So  many 
other  towns  besides  Yarmouth  are,  in  the  matter  of  water, 
so  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  a neighbouring  Sanitary 
Authority  that  probably  ere  long  some  special  power  will 
be  given  to  Urban  Authorities  to  supervise  the  sanitation 
of  the  watersheds  they  are  so  deeply  interested  in. 

^ ^ 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Southampton,  who  has  collected  the  information,  I am 
enabled  to  give  the  following  table  of  vital  statistics  relating 
to  many  of  the  larger  towns  which  is  of  considerable 
interest.  It  seems  strange  so  important  a summary  does 
not  emanate  from  the  Registrar  General’s  office,  where 
the  material  relating  to  every  Sanitary  district  in  England 
and  Wales  is  ready  to  hand. 
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Borough. 

Estimated 
Population 
middle  of 
1897. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Ashton- under- Lyne 

41,700 

26-6 

B arrow  - in  - F umess 

55,570 

28*2 

Bath 

52,000 

19-18 

Birkenhead 

111,001 

31-68 

Birmingham 

505,772 

33-2 

Blackburn 

131,330 

27-5 

Bolton 

121,433 

32-8 

Bootle 

52,000 

33-6 

Bradford 

231,260 

24*55 

Bristol 

232,242 

28-05 

Burnley 

100,000 

31*5 

B urton  - on  - Trent 

50,850 

28*10 

Bury 

60,100 

25-29 

Cardiff 

170,063 

31-0 

Coventry 

01,234 

31-6 

Croydon 

121,170 

25-03 

Derby 

103,291 

27*2 

Exeter 

38,000 

23*84 

Gateshead 

101,070 

35*8 

Great  Yarmouth 

50,911 

29-20 

Grimsby 

58,450 

32*42 

Halifax 

95,747 

22*42 

Hanley 

59,510 

35*5 

Huddersfield 

101,454 

23*39 

Leeds 

409,472 

31*6 

Lincoln 

44,097 

28*2 

Liverpool 

644,129 

34*58 

Newport,  Mon. 

69,652 

31*2 

Northampton 

66,500 

26  3 

Norwich 

110,154 

30*54 

Nottingham 

232,935 

28*9 

Oldham 

145,845 

26-1 

Plymouth 

97,658 

28*3 

Reading 

68,094 

26*62 

Rhondda 

119,138 

34*6 

St.  Helens 

82,910 

38*51 

Sheffield 

351,848 

34*4 

Southampton 

100,886 

29*11 

South  Shields 

95,798 

33-6 

Stockport 

80.000 

30*9 

Sunderland 

142,107 

34*52 

Swansea 

98,250 

29*9 

Tynemouth 

51,148 

29*5 

Warrington 

61,700 

36*7 

West  Bromwich 

63,000 

36*0 

Wigan 

61,043 

37*16 

Willesden 

90,525 

31*7 

W olverhampton 

87,287 

35*1 

W orcester 

44,505 

28*5 

* For  eight  years. 

j For  five  years. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Deaths 
under  1 
Year  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

• Average 
Death 
Rate, 

10  Years, 
1888  to 
1897. 

20*9 

3*3 

228 

22*4 

14*5 

1*69 

154 

15*2 

16*36 

1*20 

128 

18*47 

18*39 

2*63 

164 

19*52 

21*1 

3*8 

214 

20*1 

19*2 

2*0 

208 

21*9 

21*13 

4*16 

183 

21*4 

20*3 

4*19 

199 

20-03 

17*39 

2*24 

179 

19*45 

17-17 

1*85 

145 

18-7 

20-6 

2*0 

223 

21*0 

14-71 

1*78 

133 

16*83 

18-75 

2*89 

176 

22*01 

14-9 

2*1 

150 

18*7 

16*8 

1*8 

157 

17-5 

13*38 

1*6 

139 

14*97 

16-0 

1*6 

167 

17*01 

18*32 

2*47 

161 

19-3 

18*6 

2*2 

173 

19*4 

18*97 

3*33 

184 

t 19*07 

17*84 

3*76 

221 

* 17*95 

16*39 

1*37 

140 

19*11 

20*2 

3*0 

202 

19*9 

16-48 

1*47 

132 

18*10 

19*9  1 

2*8 

190 

20*8 

17-5  j 

1*79 

168 

17*5 

23*46 

4*68 

201 

24*9 

15*5 

2*5 

164 

18*5 

15*6 

2*4 

184 

10*2 

18*75 

2*22 

196 

t 18*59 

18*8 

2*8 

206 

18-1 

19*2 

2*5 

183 

21-8 

19*1 

2*20 

188 

20*6 

14*22 

2*10 

148 

15*13 

16*4 

3*03 

240 

19*1 

21*05 

4*24 

181 

21*91 

21*2 

3*5 

197 

21*4 

16-59 

2*15 

155 

17*8 

16*2 

1*1 

154 

19*2 

21.5 

4*8 

214 

23*5 

19*54 

2*64 

168 

21*60 

16-0 

1-29 

139 

19*9 

18*4 

2*24 

166 

t 19.35 

19*5 

2*8 

175 

21*8 

19-7 

3*4 

175 

19*9 

20*99 

3*11 

175 

22*69 

14*6 

2*9 

153 

13*8 

21*8 

4*6 

219 

21*25 

19-8 

2*5 

160 

19*9 

Fur  ten  years,  from  1887  to  1896. 


15 


SANITARY  WORK. 


Nuisance  Removal. 


The  Inspectorial  Staff  continues,  as  indicated  in  my 
last  report,  and  much  efficient  work  has  been  done  during 
the  last  year.  For  the  abatement  of  many  nuisances, 
informal  notices  under  the  hand  of  your  Inspector  achieves 
the  object,  and  only  when  these  are  ignored  or  inadequate, 
or  the  work  required  is  of  serious  structural  character,  are 
statutory  notices  asked  for.  The  time  of  your  Inspector 
has  been  most  completely  occupied,  much  of  it  being 
taking  up  by  persons  having  sanitary  work  on  hand, 
seeking  from  him  advice  and  direction  they  might  just  as 
well  appeal  to  their  architects  and  builders  for.  It  is  the 
Inspector’s  business  to  indicate  the  sanitary  defects  in 
property,  to  specify  the  work  necessary  to  correct  them, 
and  to  see  it  is  properly  done. 

The  extent  and  variety  of  his  proceedings  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  : — 

“ I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  third 
annual  report,  which  shows  the  work  accomplished  by 
this  department  during  the  year  1897. 

“ The  following  are  the  particulars  of  nuisances 
reported  to  the  Committee,  and  dealt  with  by  their  orders, 


16 


also  other  work  of  like  nature,  but  carried  out  by  informal 
or  verbal  orders  : — 

Notices  served  by  order  of  Committee  ...  338 

Preliminary  notices  and  verbal  instructions  ...  432 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to  ...  221 

Re-inspections  made  to  secure  completion  of  works  730 

House-to-house  inspections  ...  ...  502 

Outstanding  notices  not  complied  with  ...  37 

Notices  in  hands  of  tradesmen  ...  ...  19 

Nature  of  Orders. 

To  replace  privies  with  water  closets  ...  24C 

,,  lay  new  drains  ...  ...  ...  48 

,,  partly  re-lay  drains  ...  ...  ...  102 

,,  fix  earthenware  gullies  ...  ...  163 

,,  repair  defective  and  clear  blocked  drains  ...  91 

,,  provide  flushing  cisterns  to  closets  ...  46 

,,  cleanse  filthy  houses  ...  ...  42 

,,  remove  offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  32 

,,  prohibit  overcrowding  in  houses  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  workshops  ...  4 

,,  remove  animals  and  poultry  ...  ...  9 

,,  close  polluted  wells  ...  ...  33 

,,  remove  or  repair  privies  ...  ...  14 

,,  disconnect  sink  and  pantry  waste  pipes  ...  13 

,,  intercept  house  drains  from  sewers  ...  34 

,,  abolish  underground  rain-water  cisterns  ...  25 

,,  abolish  dead  wells  and  reconstruct  drains  ...  7 

,,  concrete  or  relay  yards  and  passages  ...  93 

,,  replace  defective  iron  bell  and  D traps  ...  20 

,,  fix  new,  and  ventilate  soil  pipes  ...  38 

,,  repair  roofs,  and  water  troughing  ...  21 

,,  cleanse  and  repair  slaughterhouses  ...  13 

,,  ,,  ,,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  ...  11 
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To  provide  ventilators  to  under  floor  spaces 
,,  fix  new  urinals,  repair  and  screen  old  ones 


,,  disconnect  rain-water  pipes  from  drains  ...  39 

,,  repair  water  closets  ...  ...  18 

,,  abolish  pan  container  closets  ...  ...  21 

,,  fix  pedestal  or  valve  closets  ...  ...  30 

,,  provide  new  sinks  and  lavatories  ...  ...  13 

,,  prohibit  smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  2 

,,  provide  ventilation  to  workrooms  ...  7 

,,  provide  water  supplies  to  houses  ...  ...  39 

,,  make  houses  in  habitable  condition  ...  14 

,,  cleanse  and  repair  bake-houses  ...  ...  11 

,,  fix  access  syphons  to  sink  and  lavatories  ...  15 

,,  repair  wood  floors  and  stairs  ...  ...  23 

,,  miscellaneous  items  . . ...  38 

Samples  of  well-water  submitted  to  M.O.H.  ...  37 

,,  ,,  forwarded  to  analyst  ...  28 


“ It  will  be  seen  in  the  foregoing  table  that  the 
nuisances  discovered  are  in  excess  of  the  notices  served, 
but  this  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  many  instances 
one  notice  was  served  calling  for  the  abatement  of  more 
than  one  nuisance  on  the  same  premises,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  state  that  in  carrying  out  the  work  indicated 
above,  the  Committee  only  once  had  to  institute  proceed- 
ings before  the  magistrates,  who  enforced  the  order  and 
caused  the  work  to  be  carried  out. 

Drain  Testing. 

“ During  the  year  the  drains  of  98  houses  were  tested 
with  the  smoke  test,  and  44  with  the  chemical  test.  The 
following  table  shows  the  results  in  the  detection  of  the 
escapes  of  sewer  gas  found.  Many  of  these  defects  were 
in  connection  with  some  of  the  largest  houses  in  the 
Borough.  Others  where  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
have  occurred. 
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13 

20 

15 

5 

IO 

4 

25 


“ The  above  table  shows  that  a very  large  percentage 
of  the  private  drains  were  found  to  be  in  a defective  condi- 
tion, and  it  is  with  regret  that,  owing  to  the  manifold  and 
varied  duties  in  connection  with  the  office,  that  this  very 
necessary  work  had  to  give  place  to  that  which  for  the 
time  being  was  more  pressing.  For  instance,  the  work 
entailed  in  connection  with  the  infectious  diseases  has  this 
year  been  much  greater  than  usual,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
particulars  to  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

“ This  part  of  the  routine  work  in  connection  with  the 
office  had  been  carried  out  by  my  assistant,  who  reports 
that  during  the  year  he  has  made  331  visits.  Several  cow- 
sheds and  drains  were  found,  on  inspection,  to  be  in  a 
dirty  condition,  which  have  since  been  cleaned.  Also 
several  accumulations  of  manure  have  been  removed  from 
yards,  etc.  I have  purchased  17  samples  of  milk  for  the 
purpose  of  analysis  during  the  year  ; 7 were  found  to  be 
genuine,  and  10  adulterated ; g were  summoned,  the 
magistrates  inflicting  fines  in  each  case,  and  one  was 
cautioned  by  Committee. 


Into  breakfast  rooms,  sitting  and  dining  rooms  ... 
,,  kitchens,  sculleries  and  larders  ... 

,,  internal  water  closets 
,,  external  ,, 

,,  offices  and  shops 
,,  yards  and  around  gullies 

From  heads  and  joints  of  rain  water  pipes  being 
connected  to  sewers 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  and  1889. 

“ The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  for  analysis,  and  the  results 
obtained  : — 


Description. 

No.  of 
Samples 

Results  of 
Analysis. 

Cau- 
tioned 
by  Com- 
mittee. 

Fines  inflicted. 

Genu- 

ine. 

Adul- 

terated. 

Milk  Sellers. 

Milk 

17 

7 

10 

1 

One  fined  40s.,  including  costs 

Three  fined  20s.,  and  21s.  fid.  costs 

Butter 

1 

1 

One  fined  10s.,  including  costs 

One  to  pay  9s.  fid.  costs 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

One  fined  5s.,  and  14s.  costs 

One  fined  5s.,  and  12s.  costs 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

One  fined  5s.,  and  11s.  costs 

Lemon 

Squash 

1 

1 

Total 

22 

12 

10 

1 

Slaughter-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

“ The  slaughter-houses  and  offensive  trades  have  had 
my  constant  supervision  during  the  year,  and  no  serious 
cause  of  complaint  has  arisen,  although  a considerable  im- 
provement has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  cleanliness 
of  the  premises. 

“ Several  complaints  have  been  received  with  regards  to 
cattle  passing  through  the  streets  to  the  market  during  the 
business  hours  of  the  day,  but  this  is  a matter  over  which 
I have  no  control,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  police  to  regulate 
such  traffic. 

Bakehouses. 

“In  all  176  visits  were  made  to  the  bakehouses.  Several 
have  changed  hands  during  the  year,  23  notices  have  been 
served  to  limewash,  and  6 notices  to  repair  dilapidations, 
etc.  There  are  83  on  the  register,  and  one  only  being 
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underground,  but  that  is  thoroughly  dry,  well  ventilated, 
and  kept  very  clean. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 

“ A number  of  workshops  in  the  Borough,  more 
especially  the  fish-houses,  are  being  dealt  with  for  having 
insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  as  prescribed  by  the 
above  Acts.  Several  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  calling  attention 
to  these  requirements.  Many  of  the  owners  and  occupiers 
profess  ignorance  that  the  law  calls  for  workshops  to  be 
provided  with  separate  and  sufficient  closet  accommodation 
for  both  sexes.  Also  the  proper  ventilation  of  work- 
rooms and  a sufficient  amount  of  air  space  so  as  to  prevent 
overcrowding  are  matters  having  my  attention. 

Margarine  Act,  1887. 

“ No  proceedings  have  been  taken  under  this  Act, 
although  several  shopkeepers  have  been  cautioned  by  me 
for  exposing  margarine  for  sale  in  their  shops  labelled  with 
t inch  letters  only,  instead  of  capital  letters  inch  square, 
as  prescribed  by  the  Act. 

Removal  to  Hospital  of  Infectious  Cases. 

“ My  assistant  and  myself  were  much  occupied  in  the 
above  work,  a large  portion  of  which  had  to  be  done  in 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  or  even  after  dark.  Altogether  we 
removed  281  cases  to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  as  soon  as  possible,  afterwards  the  rooms  were 
thoroughly  disinfected,  the  walls,  etc.,  were  washed  with 
corrosive  sublimate  at  each  house,  in  addition  to  the 
sulphur  fumigation,  where  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
had  occuried,  also  the  bedding,  clothing,  carpets,  etc., 
removed  and  disinfected  in  the  disinfecting  apparatus  at 
the  Hospital,  and  the  pail  system  for  "lyphoid  cases  was 
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thoroughly  carried  out.  The  usual  School  Notices  were 
forwarded  to  the  head  teachers  of  schools,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Education  Code. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

“ Thirteen  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  this  Act 
during  the  year,  5 have  been  pulled  down,  4 closed,  and  4 
made  habitable. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

“ The  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  had  my  regular 
attention  during  the  day  time,  and  24  visits  have  been 
made  at  night  time.  I have  had  to  complain  on  four 
occasions  to  the  keepers  at  the  dirty  condition  I found 
the  bedding,  &c..  and  have  requested  the  limewashing  and 
cleansing  of  various  parts  of  the  houses  on  several  occa- 
sions. In  September  last,  an  extract  of  the  new  Corpora- 
tion Improvement  Act,  relating  to  the  better  management 
of  our  Common  Lodging  Houses,  was  served  by  me  upon 
each  of  the  keepers. 

{Signed)  Samuel  Hassall,  Inspector  of  Nuisances.''1 


The  Inspector  of  Fish  was  appointed  at  the  November 
meeting  of  the  Council  in  i88q,  by  virtue  of  a Provisional 
Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  relating  to  the  Fish  Wharf, 
and  which  order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  section  of  the  Order  relating  to  his 
appointment  runs  as  follows  : — “ The  Inspector  of  Fish  or 
other  officer  appointed  by  the  Corporation  in  that  behalf 
shall,  with  reference  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of 
fish,  and  the  seizure  and  carrying  away  of  fish,  appearing 
to  him  to  be  diseased,  or  unsound,  or  unwholesome,  or 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  have  all  the  powers  conferred 
upon  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  by  Section  116  of  the  Public 
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Health  Act,  1875;  and  Sections  117,  118  and  119  of  that 
Act  shall  extend  and  apply  to  proceedings  taken  under 
this  section.” 

He  is  therefore  a Corporation  official  and  by  the  terms 
of  his  appointment  “ he  is  to  inspect  all  herrings  and  other 
fish  imported  into  the  borough,  either  by  boat  or  rail,  with 
the  view  of  advising  whether  such  fish  are  fit  for  human 
consumption,”  but  inasmuch  as  his  work  is  for  the  safe- 
guarding the  public  health,  he  has  always  reported  his 
proceedings  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  acted  under 
their  instructions. 


He  commenced  work  immediately  upon  his  appoint- 
ment, and  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  November  1890, 
he  reported  he  had  condemned  and  caused  to  be  destroyed, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  utilizing  them  as  food,  of  herrings 
and  other  fish,  including  shell  fish,  67  tons  6 cwt. 
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1891  he  reported  as  condemned 
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87  tons  17  cwt. 
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The  above  figures,  given  me  by  the  Inspector  himself, 
are  significant,  and  seem  to  justify  the  dissatisfaction 
which  has  been  expressed  by  some  of  our  largest  fish 
buyers,  that  he  has  not,  during  the  recent  herring  seasons, 
been  as  vigilant  at  the  Wharf,  as  his  duty  required,  and 
that  a quantity  of  very  questionable  fish  has  escaped  him 
there.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted  as  no  man  in  this 
town  has  a more  expert  knowledge  of  herrings  and  other 
fish  than  he,  or  one  whose  opinion  is  more  readily  accepted 
by  all  parties  engaged  in  the  herring  trade.  For  the  sake 
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of  the  public  health,  as  well  as  for  the  reputation  of  the 
Yarmouth  Bloater,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  profit  by  the 
admonition  he  has  had  from  you,  and  that  no  further 
cause  for  complaint  will  arise. 


I have  given  throughout  the  year  a daily  attendance 
at  the  Sanitary  Office,  supervising  and  directing  the 
operations  of  the  Inspectors,  frequently  visiting  with  them 
houses  and  localities  in  which  they  may  have  had  Sanitary 
matters  on  hand.  I have  also  made  a personal  inspection 
of  many  of  the  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have 
occurred,  and  frequently  visited  and  constantly  directed 
the  management  of  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This  work, 
with  attendances  at  evening  Committees  generally  once  a 
week,  has  left  me  but  little  leisure  for  other  professional 
employment. 
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To  tiie  Great  Yarmouth  Port  Sanitary 

Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Sanitary  Port  of  Great  Yarmouth,  which 
embraces  the  Roadstead,  the  Harbour,  and  a few  miles 
of  the  rivers  beyond,  has  a population  afloat  upon  its 
waters  of  ever  varying  number.  Each  vessel  coming  or 
going,  by  her  crew,  adds  to  or  diminishes  therefrom,  and 
thus  renders  a settled  estimate  for  any  practical  purpose 
hardly  possible.  Failing  reliable  knowledge  as  to  the 
probable  number  of  persons  living  at  any  one  time  within 
the  area  of  your  port  jurisdiction,  I give  below,  as  far  as 
I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  number  of  mariners 
employed  on  the  Sea-going  Vessels  using  the  harbour,  and 
particulars  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  the  vessels  them- 
selves as  dwellings,  which  will  show  the  nature  and 
importance  of  our  Port  Sanitary  operations  during  the 
past  year. 

The  courtesy,  co-operation  and  ready  assistance  I 
have  ever  had  from  the  Customs’  Authorities  have  my 
very  grateful  acknowledgment.  The  notifying  to  me  of 
each  vessel  arriving  from  a foreign  country,  as  one  of  the 
precautions  set  up  when  cholera  threatened,  is  still  main- 
tained and  found  to  be  most  useful,  as  it  keeps  your 
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officers  and  the  Customs  in  constant  touch  with  each 
other  and  facilitates  prompt  action  should  any  occasion 
arise. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  there  were  belonging  to  this 
port  84  ships  classed  as  merchant  vessels  and  394  vessels 
constantly  engaged  in  fishing.  Many  of  these  fishing  vessels 
are  trawling  smacks  and  always  employed  in  the  deep-sea 
fishing.  Others  are  dandys,  so  called  from  their  rig,  and 
are  fishing  vessels  doing  trawling  a portion  of  the  year  and 
drift-net  fishing  during  the  herring  season.  Besides  the 
above  there  are  about  140  luggers  and  smaller  craft 
engaged  during  the  mackerel  or  herring  season  only,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  year  are  dismantled  and  hauled  up  on 
shore.  I take  no  count  of  the  smallest  of  our  fishing 
vessels,  such  as  line-layers,  wolders,  shrimp  boats,  &c.,  as 
these  craft  being  generally  open  boats,  having  no  proper 
cabin  and  rarely  at  sea  longer  than  one  tide,  can  hardly  be 
regarded  as  dwellings. 

I can  get  no  information  as  to  the  number  of  men 
forming  the  crews  of  the  merchant  vessels,  but  the  number 
forming  the  crews  of  the  smacks  and  dandys  is  given  as 
3,208.  Some  of  these  men  during  the  autumn,  go  the 
herring  voyage,  but  the  vast  majority  of  those  manning 
the  Yarmouth  boats  then  put  in  commission,  are  drawn 
from  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  are  landsmen  all 
the  rest  of  the  year.  This  autumn  fishing — the  great 
herring  fair — also  attracts  a crowd  of  stranger-fishermen, 
who  come  with  their  boats  chiefly  from  Scotland,  and  join 
with  our  fleet  in  the  harvest  of  the  sea.  The  number  of 
fishermen  living  afloat  within  >our  port  while  the  herring 
voyage  continues  is  difficult  to  estimate. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  this  port  during 
last  year  amounted  to  1,178  coming  coastwise,  and  486 
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coining  over  sea.  Many  of  these  arrivals,  especially  those 
coastwise,  were  periodical  traders  to  this  port,  and  in  the 
above  hgures  some  such  vessels  are  re-counted  as  many  as 
52  times.  In  point  of  fact,  including  foreigners,  we  had 
here  about  405  vessels  from  other  ports,  apart  from  fishing 
vessels,  and  they  brought  crews  numbering  3,080  persons. 

No  case  of  infectious  sickness  was  brought  us  from 
foreign  or  home  ports,  and  neither  were  any  landed  from 
our  fishing  fleet. 

Two  smacks  were  reported  at  the  Custom  House  as 
lost  at  sea  with  all  hands,  thus  taking  n lives  ; 29  other 
lives  were  lost  singly  by  the  men  being  washed  overboard 
or  killed  by  accident  ; and  two  deaths  occurred  from 
disease.  In  all  42  deaths  at  sea  were  officially  reported. 

Under  my  supervision  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  done  his  work  systematically  and,  I believe,  efficiently. 
He  has  reported  his  proceedings  by  his  journal  and  diary 
to  your  Sub-Sanitary  Inspection  Committee  twice  each 
month,  and  has  informed  me  daily  of  his  action  and  every 
sanitary  matter  of  any  moment  coming  under  his  observa- 
tion. The  chief  feature  of  his  work  last  year  was  the 
attention  he  gave  to  the  fishing  craft,  with  many  satisfac- 
tory results.  His  Annual  Report,  which  gives  details  of 
the  duty  he  performed  during  1897,  is  as  follows, 

“ I inspected  1,523  vessels  in  all,  viz.  : — 

405  Steamers  and  Merchant  Vessels, 

913  Smacks  and  Fishing  Boats,  and 
205  Yachts  and  Wherries. 

“ Of  these  I found  1,020  satisfactorily  clean,  and  503 
requiring  cleansing  in  some  one  or  more  particulars.  Of 
these  latter  I saw  that  my  directions  were  carried  out  on 
board  488  vessels,  and  on  the  31st  of  last  December  on  15 
vessels  was  work  still  in  progress,  or  the  vessel  had  gone 


on  voyage.  In  superintending  the  cleansing  work  I 
directed  on  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  1 made  second 
and  third  visits  to  many,  so  that  after  1,523  inspections  1 
made  1,407  subsequent  visits,  in  all  I made  2,930  visits 
during  the  year. 
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“ The  nature  of  my  directions  were  as  under 
To  cleanse  generally  cabin  01  forecastle 
,,  cleanse  and  whitewash  bunks 
wash  clothes  or  bedding 
cleanse  biscuit  lockers  or  meat  cask 
cleanse  water  tanks  or  casks 
pump  out  and  cleanse  bilges 
cleanse  closets  (w.c.) 

,,  remove  filth  from  under  cabin  platform  or 
engine  room  floor 

,,  obtain  fresh  supply  of  drinking  water 
Vessels  supplied  with  disinfectants  by  reason  of 

offensive  cargoes  ...  ...  ...  5 

“ The  nationalities  of  the  stranger  vessels  arriving 
here  last  year,  specifying  the  number  of  them  I found 
dirty  in  some  one  or  more  particulars,  and  the  number 
of  seamen  these  vessels  carried,  I give  hereunder  : — 
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325 

3 

19 

49 

72 

17 

12 

14 


No.  and  Nationality  of  Vessels.  No. 

of  Vessels 

No.  of 

found 

97  English  (of  other  Ports 

more  or  less 
dirty. 

Seamen. 

than  Yarmouth) 

34 

1352 

62  Norwegian 

3 

553 

47  Swedish 

2 

434 

31  Danish 

1 

192 

1 7 Russian 

5 

140 

29  German 

0 

229 

3 French 

— 

35 

13  Dutch 

— 

§7 

6 Belgian 

— — 

58 

28 


“ My  work  last  year  was  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
year  before.  The  attention  I was  giving  to  the  Grimsby 
smacks  transferred  to  Yarmouth,  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  continued  well  into  the  year  until  the  whole  fleet 
had  been  dealt  with.  The  condition  of  the  ballast  in 
many  of  the  fishing  vessels  had  my  special  attention,  and, 
as  noted  in  the  foregoing  table,  I caused  the  removal  of  filthy 
material  from  under  the  floors  of  cabins,  &c.,  i.e.,  from  the 
surface  of  the  ballast  beneath,  in  12  instances.  The  ballast 
in  a fishing  vessel  gets  filthy  from  the  drainage  of  the  fish, 
and  I am  frequently  requesting  the  removal  and  cleansing 
of  such  surface  layers  as  more  especially  need  it.  When, 
however,  the  vessel  refits,  it  is  usual  for  the  whole  of  the 
ballast  to  be  removed  and  cleaned,  as  all  hands  are  equally 
anxious  for  a wholesome  ship,  but  nevertheless  I make  it 
my  business  to  see  this  work  of  cleansing  is  thoroughly 
done.  During  last  season  I watched  the  refitting  of  28 
dandys  and  luggers,  that  was  when  the  vessels  had  ended 
the  herring  voyage  and  were  being  got  ready  for  trawling, 
and  in  every  instance,  besides  removing  the  ballast  on  shore 
and  washing  it,  the  inside  of  the  vessels  were  thoroughly 
scrubbed  and  cleaned  and  dried,  before  the  ballast  was 
again  put  into  them.  Another  work  closely  allied  to  the 
above  was  seeing  the  fishing  craft  were  properly  scrubbed 
and  cleaned  and  their  plugs  knocked  out,  when  hauled  up 
on  shore  either  for  storage  or  repair,  and  for  these 
purposes  I inspected  163  vessels. 

“ Looking  after  the  Scotch  boats,  while  they  were  here 
for  the  autumn  fishing,  to  see  they  were  kept  clean  and 
wholesome,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  the  pumping 
out  of  their  filthy  putrid  bilges  into  the  harbour,  took  up  a 
considerable  portion  of  my  time.  The  master  and  crew 
of  every  Scotch  boat  were  informed  by  printed  notice 
of  the  penalty  incurred  should  they  transgress,  and  as 
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some  of  the  men  disregarded  the  warning  thus  given,  one 
of  the  offenders  was  taken  before  the  magistrates  and  fined 
five  shillings  and  costs. 

“ In  my  inspection  of  the  Merchant  Vessels  using  this 
port  last  year,  I found  very  little  to  complain  of  beyond 
sundry  unwholesome  conditions  engendered  by  negligent 
or  dirty  crews.  In  the  meat  casks  of  one  vessel  I found 
21  pieces  of  salted  beef  unfit  for  food,  and  I caused  them 
to  be  destroyed.  On  another  vessel  I found  two  casks  of 
water  taken  on  board  at  Lynn  and  this  I had  turned  out. 

“ I made  my  usual  visits  to  the  various  yachting 
stations  up  the  rivers  to  see  the  pleasure  craft  were  pro- 
perly cleaned  when  fitting  out  in  the  spring,  and  again 
during  the  summer  to  inspect  some  of  the  boats  on  hire, 
and  for  the  time  used  as  dwellings.  Late  in  the  season  I 
heard  of  a wherry  used  as  a houseboat  having  two  cases 
of  scarlatina  on  board,  anchored  in  the  middle  of  Wroxham 
Broad  and  being  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in 
whose  district  she  then  was.  After  the  cases  had  termi- 
nated she  was  thoroughly  fumigated  and  returned  home 
to  Oulton,  being  then  taken  off  pleasure  service  for  the 
season. 

“ It  was,  however,  within  the  sanitary  area  of  this  port 
I dealt  most  effectually  with  the  river  craft,  and  for  this 
purpose  I frequently  visited  the  wharves  above  bridge,  and 
especially  the  yacht  station  during  the  summer  months. 
The  yachts,  wherries,  and  pleasure  boats,  I found  there, 
were  generally  clean  and  well  kept,  and  the  drinking 
water  good  and  well  stored  ) but  as  the  season  woie  on 
and  the  pleasure  craft  had  been  much  used  I found  a few 
cases  of  dirty  neglect,  which  were  promptly  remedied.  In 
seven  yachts  and  fifteen  wherries  I had  some  cleaning 
work  done  ; generally  it  was  the  removal  of  sweepings  and 
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refuse  from  under  cabin  floors  or  the  clearing  out  of  dirty 
bilges. 

“ Public  notice  was  given  again  last  year  by  means  of 
handbills  posted  along  the  riverside  calling  attention  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  but  no  registra- 
tion has  yet  taken  place. 

“ As  custodian  of  the  Mortuary  at  Gorleston  Pier,  I 
have  to  report  seven  bodies  were  received  there  during 
last  year. 

“ In  concluding  this  my  fourth  annual  report,  I would 
respectfully  express  the  obligations  I am  under  to  the 
Custom  House  officers,  shipping  agents,  pilots  and  others 
for  much  information  and  ready  assistance,  and  trust  the 
efforts  I have  made  for  the  proper  discharge  of  my  duty 
will  merit  the  approval  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

(Signed),  Henry  Denton,  Port  Sanitary  Inspector:' 

+ 

All  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  of  Great  Yarmouth  is 
discharged  into  the  river  and  thence  flows  out  to  sea. 
The  immense  volume  of  water  with  which  the  sewage 
mingles  in  the  Haven,  coupled  with  its  tidal  motion, 
ordinarily  prevents  much  nuisance  arising  ; but  there  are 
times  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  town  is  full  of 
visitors,  and  the  sewage  is  intense  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  that  the  region  of  some  of  the  sewer  outfalls 
presents  most  objectionable  effluvia. 

In  my  last  year's  report  I mentioned  the  action 
taken  to  prevent  stored  eels  being  fattened  upon  the 
town  s sewage.  I would  on  this  occasion  draw  attention 
to  the  risk  people  incur  by  eating  mussels  taken  from  the 
river.  These  bivalves  are  usually  very  lightly  boiled, 
hardly  sufficient  to  destroy  disease  germs,  and  from  the 
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information  I have  received  I am  satisfied  that  the}'  are 
occasionally  the  vehicle  of  typhoid. 

In  November  last  a letter  was  received  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  calling  “the  attention  of  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  of  Yarmouth  to  the  fact  that  since  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1896,  and  of  the  issue  of 
the  Board’s  Order  of  the  9th  November,  1896,  it  devolves 
on  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  to  take  measures  under 
that  Order  to  deal  with  all  vessels  deemed  to  be  infected 
with  yellow  fever  that  may  come  within  their  jurisdiction,” 
As  yellow  fever  was  then  prevalent  in  certain  parts  of 
America,  the  object  of  the  letter  was  to  inform  us  of  that 
fact  and  remind  us  of  our  duty, 

The  Act  and  Order  above  referred  to  extend  the 
responsibilities  and  duties  we  have  hitherto  discharged  in 
respect  to  cholera,  to  yellow  fever  and  plague,  thereby 
doing  away  entirely  with  the  old  fashioned  quarantine  law, 
and  setting  up  the  same  procedure  by  inspection,  isolation 
and  humane  treatment  of  cases  cf  the  two  latter  disorders, 
should  they  unhappily  be  brought  to  our  shores,  as  has 
been  found  so  efficacious  in  dealing  with  cases  of  cholera. 
I may  say  a careful  scrutiny  is  made  of  every  vessel 
coming  over  sea,  and  should  any  cases  of  the  diseases 
above  mentioned  appear,  your  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
fields  at  Gorleston  will  afford  them  a comfortable  asylum 
and  is  amply  sufficient  for  any  such  emergency. 

At  page  149  of  the  current  report  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  Government  Inspector  under  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts,  says  : “ The  Acts  still  continue  inoperative  in 
the  Norfolk  districts,  none  of  the  wherries  traversing  the 
rivers  and  broads  there  having  yet  been  brought  under 
them.  The  wherries  are  a class  of  boats  which,  peihaps, 
more  than  all  others,  should  be  brought  under  the  opera- 
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tion  of  the  Acts,  seeing  that  many  of  them  are  hired  out 
in  summer  time  as  house  and  fishing  boats,  in  which 
people  from  London  and  all  parts  of  the  country  take  up 
their  abodes,  living  and  sleeping  in  them  continuously.” 

I may  point  out  that  although  the  Acts  are  not 
literally  enforced  on  the  Norfolk  rivers  and  broads,  the 
sanitation  of  the  craft  plying  upon  the  waterways  is  not 
forgotten,  for  when  these  wherries  come  within  your  Port 
Sanitary  district,  as  the  majority  of  them  do  more  or  less 
frequently,  they  are  examined  by  your  Inspector,  and  all 
the  unwholesome  conditions  he  discovers  he  deals  with  by 
virtue  of  his  authority  as  your  Port  Inspector,  so  that  they 
get  the  same  attention  as  the  shipping  using  the  port. 

I respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  for  your  con- 
sideration, 

And  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  BATELY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


